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Uber Gospel - Jesus challenging, breaking, calling his followers beyond the conventional or popular or common way of thinking of life of being. Inviting them & us to the Kingdom way of thinking, being and living. 

He did this through parables…stories or metaphors that are timeless yet relevant, that are broad yet pointed and that unlock our hearts & minds to the mysteries of God. 

If you have missed the first 3 then you can catch up online at http://papsda.co.nz/sermon-library

We were in Matthew 13 where Jesus started teaching in parables…

Today we are in the gospel of Luke chapter 15 pg 627 nlt 

Have you ever lost something valuable to you? Have you ever lost something/someone you loved? 

What happens the moment you realise it is lost? 

So our precious 2.5 year old boy is energetic and what some might call a runner…

This makes for fun moments when you are out shopping…Liz & I now have a strategy…cover the escape routes (entrances)…Farmers is the worst cause you have escalators, exits and lifts…

This week trying to get to preschool…the best…


Luke 15:1-10

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 
Did you catch that? We can read over this so easily…
Tax collectors…traitors…public enemy number one…
Notorious sinners, the non religious, the unchurched, the non believer, the outcasts, the ones who did not following the law… (the outsiders) 
Sinner = am ha-arets (people of the land)
People who where nothing like Jesus, liked Jesus and He liked them back. 

Those of us who grew up in church would be well familiar with this statement. 
The church is His body. 

Which means, what was true of Jesus personally, should be true of us collectively…

People who are not religious, who are not believers should be drawn to the church, the gathering of followers in the same way that people who were not religious, who where not believers where drawn to Jesus…

If we as the church are living out the mission of Jesus then irreligious, unchurched and unbelieving people should be drawn by what they see and hear in us…

Are we contagious, infectious, attractive? 

This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them!
Pharisees and teachers of the law…the religious elite and their associates (the in crowd, the insiders) 
Jesus a religious leader, was not hanging with the religious clique…rather He associated, even ate with the irreligious outcasts and they loved Him, they gathered around Him, they leaned in when He spoke…
Even eating…broke the religious traditional law, defiled Himself, contaminated Himself, was guilty by association…
Whenever there was a tension between purity & hospitality Jesus showed hospitality and so reprioritised value in the kingdom to ‘people over practice’.  

In response to these accusations, these complaints Jesus told a series of parables…today we will cover two of them and over the next two weeks we will cover the last one. 

 So Jesus told them this story: 
"If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? 
Which one of you? 
Uses a common everyday experience of sheepherding…
Shepherd often looked after sheep from various households…
Sheep got lost when it was distracted or did not pay attention to the movements of the shepherd with the flock…
The shepherds reputation and lively hood is on the line…
The shepherd cared for his sheep…
Jesus taps into that very common and power human emotion of lost…

- Also calls to memory 3 OT passages Ps 23, Jeremiah 23:1-4 & Ezekiel 34:11-16

Won't he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it?
Won’t you reprioritise…
Won’t you go and look for the lost? 
Leave the ninety-nine in wilderness

And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders.
Sheep would become anxious, paralysed with fear…
Heavy burden 30kg…
Costs the shepherd, goes through suffering, endures whatever he must to rescue and then restore the sheep to home…

When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.' 
Throws a party…
Kingdom feast…restored, reconciled to community and relationship

In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven't strayed away!
Joy is the appropriate reaction to tax collectors & sinners pressing in to hear Jesus

Lost = those who are relationally far from God, relationally disconnected from God. 
Uber concept / repents & returns to God…
3 elements of Jewish rabbinical repentance. 1. compensation offered 2. confession made 3. resolve/determine not to sin again
Repentance is defined as acceptance of being found. The sheep is lost and helpless. Repentance becomes the act of the shepherd in carrying the sheep and the sheep acceptance of that. 

Where are the ninety nine? In the wilderness…
Their location is known, but there is no party or celebration over them. Why? 
They are not yet restored to full relationship…
They have not repented as Jesus definition confirms they have not accepted being found. Because they are righteous, they don't or wont believe they are lost - relational disconnected. 

Jesus carries on:

PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN

"Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Uber concept…a woman…as a type of saviour or God figure…
Jesus blast the gender biases and stereotypes for God, here and in other places, inviting woman  take their place in spiritual community and highlighting feminine traits in the Godhead as not just present but vital for a proper understanding of the divine and human reality! 
Ten silver coins = ten days wages
Again its valuable and precious the Woman misses, longs to find the lost.  

Won't she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it?
Again she reprioritises and spares not effort, pain stake looks for it
She takes the initiative

And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’
- Throws a party

In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God's angels when even one sinner repents."
Again repentance
The coin is in animate, does not even know it is lost. 
Repentance is acceptance of being found…


I don’t know your story or where you would place yourself in these stories Jesus told, but I do know someone here today needs to here this…

The sheep fond itself lost because it got distracted, the coin is lost by no fault or reason of its own… it just is relational disconnected from God. 

The sheep and the coin sorely missed. They are valued and valuable. The fact that they are lost has no bearing on their value to God. 
The fact that they are distant does not mean that God has forgotten them…

God loves you and you are valuable to God, no matter what you or other people think of you and no matter where you currently find yourself! 

Rather God takes responsibility, God takes intuitive and God pursues, reprioritises everything to look for and find, reconnect with the lost. 

He then carries and restores the Sheep, the coin to Kingdom community, to feasting and celebration! 

Just repent…just say God I need to be found by you. 
Don’t think you need to figure it out and do stuff to get God, just let God get you! Repent. 

Those of us who have grown up in church…the religious clique…
Jesus was talking to you and to me in these stories…

He is saying guys I want you to see Gods heart, and pulls back the curtain by tapping into our human emotion of lost…
You see, it is the common drift, the natural pull for any gathering, for any group of peoples focus, plans and activity to lean towards to members. The invested core, the paying customers, the righteous clique. 

What if…Liz came out and said…

Imagine Paspda if each up us determined this year to reprioritise, to reorganise our lives to live out God’s heart for the lost, those relationally far from Him. 

Maybe it is someone who was part of the gathering…
Maybe it is someone in your neighbourhood or at work or at school…
Maybe it’s your family member…

What if we simply sought out one person, one person each. 
All you do is hear their story, share your story and share Gods story as it makes sense. 

Then invite them to join you in celebrating God and our stories here at church…

What if we just did something like this…






