
Uber - Alive:

Intro: 

Uber Gospel - Jesus challenging, breaking, calling his followers beyond the conventional or popular or common way of thinking of life of being. Inviting them & us to the Kingdom way of thinking, being and living. 

He did this through parables…stories or metaphors that are timeless yet relevant, that are broad yet pointed and that unlock our hearts & minds to the mysteries of God. 

If you have missed the first 4 then you can catch up online at http://papsda.co.nz/sermon-library


Luke 15:11-24

To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story:
Who is Jesus talking to? Pharisees & teaches of religious law
Who was Jesus with? Tax collectors & notorious sinners (People that were nothing like Jesus liked Jesus and He liked them back). 
What point was Jesus making. All of heaven rejoices when the lost are found…why don't you? 
God’s heart is for the lost… Where is yours? 

"A man had two sons. The younger son told his father, 'I want my share of your estate now before you die.' So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 
"A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living.
Here is what the people hearing Jesus tell this story would have understood and perceived: 

	1. This is a wealthy family who have land, hired servants, crafts men and slaves.
	2. The estate supports the village, the village exists because of the estate.
	3. It is a honour shame culture, where honour and allegiance was due the Father/		
		Landowner as provider & sustainer of the community. Shame & alienation due to 
		anyone who offended or dishonoured the Lord or Father. 
	4. The audience understand the younger son by what he does, the father by what he gives 
		and the older brother by what he does not do.  

Younger Son Does: 
Speaks first…dishonours family custom
Asks for inheritance…unimaginable…no laws to govern request…2 contemporary examples…
Desires what is only due him at the death of his father…father you are dead to me…dishonor, disgrace. Relationally dead. Lost. Wants the things of the father but not the father…wants what the father can give him but not the relationship.
Seeks autonomous freedom…with no relationship, the current situation is perceived to be oppressive and limiting…
Sells his fathers estate…sacrifices future abundance, future growth and generational legacy for temporary gratification. By doing this he invoked QETSATSAH : (; cutting off), Talmudic term for a ceremony marking the severance of all connections with a family member who married beneath his rank or sold part of his ancestral estate.

Custom dictated that a son like this should be publicly shamed, flogged (if not stoned) and cut off from the family & the community. If the father did not do it, the older brother of village elders would! 


Father Gives: 
Honours the sons dishonourable request…why…He values relationship more than obedience. He could force him to stay…he could have him punished and made to comply…but that is not going to nurture and host a relationship based on mutual love & respect. 
His life…bios…the land was them and they were from the land… In a relational economy, autonomy always comes at someone else’s expense. It always costs…
Mercy & freedom at great cost to his reputation, his status and himself



The older brother Does Not: 
Speak up 
Defend the fathers honour or offer to mediate between them to restore relationship
Reject the dividing of the estate…the life of his father.
Does not dissuade the younger brother from leaving or pursue him
He too is relationally dead…
 

About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve.
He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs.
For a Jewish audience this was the most degrading and distasteful existence
Hell on earth…enslaved to a gentile in a foreign land, keeping company with pigs. 


The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.
The pigs were more thought of and cared for than him!
Indulging appetites, running from the father, being burdened by the foolishness of your choices i.e. SIN, the path of sin always leads to emptiness, dissatisfaction and hunger. It leaves you wanting…
Sin always promises what it cannot give. 
Autonomous Freedom will never lead to relational happiness, satisfaction, vitality and life.
Those of us who have walk that road know this all too well…


 "When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, 'At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger!
I will go home to my father and say, "Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take/make me on as a hired servant.”’
In my fathers house satisfaction can be found…
At home there is fulfilment, life. 
Here is his motivation…I am hungry, I am in need.
His plan…I will become a crafts man…I will work my way back…

In His desperation he misses home, maybe he wonders if home misses him too? 

Notice his shift in attitude from when he left home…Father give me - Father make me, fashion me, take me. 
I wonder, what wold be different in our relating to God if our prayers had this posture…? 


 "So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.

The father is waiting looking, longing…
An Uber moment…the father is moved, compelled, motivated by love and compassion. 
So he runs…this was crazy…distinguished honourable men don’t run, ? Expose legs, shame. 
Why? The father is determined to get to the son before anyone else from the village…remember qetsatsah, the cutting off ceremony…that still needed to be performed the son needed to experience the judgment and shame that he brought on the family, the father. 
The father is the only one who can spare him this judgment, so He runs, determined to shield, protect, spare the son from condemnation. 
Instead of judgment and condemnation he is embraced, kissed, welcomed home. 


His son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.*’
I am not yet worthy…encountering his fathers costly, extravagant love, again…but as though it is the first time, his tone changes, his plan falters and he honestly surrenders…I am not worthy to be called your son! 



 "But his father said to the servants, 'Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet.
Robe =  Honour -The robe worn by the father at ceremonial and festive gatherings…
Ring = Trust - Signat ring, family entitlement. Not going to work your way back, by grace I gift, I declare I make you son again. 
Sandals = Self respect - slaves went barefoot…
The father fully restores the son in the eyes of the community and in his own mind! 

And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 
The whole village is invited to the celebration
The father is reconciling to son to the family and to the village…
Very special occasion…
Costly extravagant love…

for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.' 
dead relationally 
dead to the father love
lost from relationship 
relationship is now restored
Dead before he left, lost before he departed home
Now he has experienced the fathers love, now he is open to receive the fathers love, now is is surrounded, humble and honest so is alive or awakened to the fathers love. 
He is alive, He is found. 

So the party began.

Good good father - sing

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many of us here today can I identify with the younger brother…

