In Christ Alone
Let me do a quick review of what we covered last time I preached.
What can we do for our own salvation? Repent, confess our sins, pray, read the bible, go to church, take part in a ministry etc... Here is a question I’d like us to answer, ‘is it possible at all, to do all these good Spiritual Disciplines consistently and still miss salvation?” I really want you to start thinking about it!
One of my statements was – ‘We can’t be saved and grow spiritually because we make all the effort to obey the Divine Moral Law, and yet, we can’t be saved if we live in disobedience to this Law and do not grow spiritually.’
It is essential to start with a right question: ‘What does God do for our salvation’?
He is the Author and Perfecter of our Salvation and spiritual walk with Him!
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2
Let me explain this in detail.
It is God’s initiative to save us –
He changes our attitude towards Him –
He reveals Himself to us –
He draws us to Himself –
He encourages repentance in us –
He forgives our sins –
He encourages us to pray –
He produces the desire for righteousness in us –
He produces divine love in us –
He leads us to, and guides us in, all the truth –
He enables us to live righteous lives –
He wraps these gifts nicely and brings them to our door.
And yet, there are two things God cannot do and will not do for us, or on our behalf:
The first one is – He cannot make choices on our behalf!
The second one is – He cannot carry out obedience to the Divine Moral Law on our behalf!
Today we will focus on the second part, on what God cannot do for us. Let’s see what happens after we have chosen Jesus as our personal Saviour, how we can carry out the obedience that it is acceptable to God?
Today’s key verse “...continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,..” says the Apostle Paul in Philippians 2:12. So many precious Christian believers read this verse and understand that their part is to work out hard their own salvation according to the Salvation Manual, the Bible. They diligently read the Bible, pray and do all the disciplines the Bible teaches about. They accept the bible as their manual and Jesus Christ the one who they can employ to help them to live according to the manual! They are in charge of their own salvation, of course with Jesus’ help!
They notice that they can do some good things and they feel that it is just the way it should be.
Well, see what the following verse says, “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13.
Key question: How can our obedience be the result of God’s work in us, and not our own works?
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’’ Matthew 7:21-23
No, He cannot carry out obedience to the Divine Moral Law on our behalf! How is it that He works in us to will and to act so we live in obedience to His Law?
Before we can understand how our obedience can be the result of God’s work in us we need to discover what the ultimate goal of the plan of Salvation is.
The goal of the plan of salvation is: ‘To bring us into a relationship with God by setting us free from sin, and by growing us into the likeness of Jesus’ Character.’
1. By setting us free from sin, (we are not saved in sin, we are saved from sin...)
“…if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36
2. He produces the fruit of righteousness in us,
“…the fruit of the Spirit [not our effort] is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23
3. So we can grow spiritually into the likeness of His Character,
“…until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13,
4. Which brings us to the ultimate goal of salvation – to know God, [not about God] “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3
So, the bottom line here is: All the Spiritual Disciplines we practice in our spiritual life are not the goal of our salvation they are the means of placing ourselves before God so He can transform us.
The apostle Paul says, “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” Galatians 6:8. A farmer doesn’t grow the crops; all he can do is provide the right conditions for the growing of crops. He cultivates the ground, he plants the seed, He waters the plants and then the natural forces of the earth take over and up come the crops. The same way is true with the Spiritual Disciplines – they are the way of sowing to the Spirit. The Spiritual Disciplines are God’s way of getting us into the ground; they put us where He can work within us and transform us. By themselves the Spiritual Disciplines can do nothing; they can only get us to the place where something can be done.
Is there a text in the bible that says, ‘if we read the Bible, pray, go to church and help poor we will go to heaven...’? No!
But there are so many verses that tell us if we do not read the Bible, if we do not pray or serve others we won’t be saved!
Here is a word of caution: ‘You CAN practice the Spiritual Disciplines without God, but you CAN’T be with God without practicing the Spiritual Disciplines.’
Please remember the ultimate goal is – to know God, not about God, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3 and the sign of our spiritual journey is the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, ‘Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23
The Spiritual Disciplines are meant to bring the abundance of God into our lives. It is possible, however, to turn them into another set of spirit-killing laws. Jesus teaches “…unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20. Well, they were committed to following God in a way that many of us are not prepared to do. So, it is easy in our zeal for the Spiritual Disciplines to turn them into the external righteousness of the scribes and the Pharisees.
Here is the litmus test for identifying whether our Spiritual Disciplines are spiritual at all or they are the fruit of our own effort and works.
The presence and the continual growth of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit in one’s life is the ultimate evidence of Spiritual Growth and a relationship with God.
Since our goal isn’t to practice the Spiritual Disciplines but to know God on a personal and intimate level our focus should be on being with Jesus, not on doing the Spiritual Disciplines. If our being with Jesus by the means of the Spiritual Disciplines doesn’t produce the Fruit of the Spirit [the ultimate evidence of a relationship with God] we are to look at the attitude [condition of our heart] with which we approach them.
If we do all the Spiritual Disciplines faithfully and consistently but, the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, isn’t present in our everyday life there is something wrong with our attitude with which we approach them!
On the other hand, as we gradually, on a daily bases, maintain this relationship with God He puts His Laws in our minds and writes then on our hearts!
“I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Hebrews 8:10
[bookmark: LPHit1]“Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Galatians 5:22, 23. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they hate. The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart. The vain and supercilious become serious and unobtrusive. The drunken become sober, and the profligate pure. The vain customs and fashions of the world are laid aside.” Steps to Christ
‘Satan will constantly present allurements to induce us to break these ties – to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another master; for we are always free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand.’ Steps to Christ
We can live a life of righteousness ONLY if we are focused on Christ, ONLY if we are connected with Christ! Hence, our effort should not be on producing spiritual fruit of obedience to God, but it should be on being with Christ!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use Your Own Illustration
There is a story about a wealthy man and his son who loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of art.
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son.
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in his hands. He said, "Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your love for art."
The young man held out his package. "I know this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this." 
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the portrait.
"Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift."
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son.
The auctioneer pounded his gavel. "We will start the bidding with this portrait of the son. Who will bid for this painting?" There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the room shouted. "We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one." But the auctioneer persisted. "Will someone bid for this painting? Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?" Another voice shouted angrily. "We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Goghs, the Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!" But still the auctioneer continued. "The son! The son! Who'll take the son?"
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the long-time gardener of the man and his son. "I'll give $10 for the painting." Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. "We have $10, who will bid $20?" "Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters." "$10 is the bid, won't someone bid $20?"
The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the painting of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. "Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!" A man sitting on the second row shouted. "Now let's get on with the collection!"
The auctioneer laid down his gavel.
"I'm sorry, the auction is over. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!"
Let this experience be ours too!! “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20
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