Have you received The Gift yet?
Ever since the Christian church was founded people have had difficulty explaining and practising God’s Model of salvation by faith and the growth of the spiritual life through the work of the Holy Spirit!
The Christian Jews, for example, struggled to comprehend salvation by faith and not by law. Later, the Christian Church introduced a dangerous way, ‘salvation by works’! That went on for centuries until reformers like Martin Luther, discovered the biblical truth that the righteous shall be saved by faith!
Adding to this confusion, so many Christian believers took that newly discovered truth, the righteous shall be saved by faith, to another extreme preaching, ‘once saved, always saved’!
Let me add to the big confusion by saying what so may Adventist people believe. They read “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” James 4:17 and then they add, ‘once you came to Christ, accepted Him as your Saviour, then study the bible and do everything it says and you will live a righteous life of faith’. What do you think about this? Isn’t this what we were taught? Isn’t that what you believe? One can say, what’s wrong with it?
Did you know that you can commit sin even by reading your bible, coming to church, praying and even by sacrificing all you have? “…everything (including spiritual disciplines) that does not come from faith is sin.” Romans 14:23
Listen to these quotes: “Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sins, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such effort must fail.” Steps to Christ
“No more can you, by anxiety or effort of yourself, secure spiritual growth.” Steps to Christ
“He who is trying to become holy by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting an impossibility. It is the grace of Christ alone, through faith, that can make us holy.” Steps to Christ
Here is the bottom line – ‘you can’t be saved and grow spiritually because you make all the effort to obey the law, and yet, you can’t be saved if you live in disobedience to the Divine Moral Law and do not grow spiritually.’ This leads us to the question: what does it mean then to say, ‘the righteous shall live by faith..?’
Let’s unravel this knot!
What have you been taught to do to be saved or grow spiritually?
Possible answers: Come to Jesus in prayer, read your bible, confess your sins, go to church, take part in a ministry etc... Here is a question I’d like us to answer, ‘is it possible at all, to do all those things consistently and still miss the whole point?’ I really want you to start thinking about it!
Too often we hear about what we are required to do to be saved that there is very little room left to dwell on what God has done and is doing to save us! I believe this is a mistake! We need to reverse this and dwell more on what God does for us. When we understand it well, we will know what we are required to do to be saved and to grow spiritually!
Let me make a statement: “Our spiritual life and growth is initiated and maintained by the work of God in our hearts!” Will you agree with that?
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2
Let me explain this in detail.
It is God’s initiative to save us – “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.” Colossians 1:21 and “…While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
He changes our attitude towards Him – “…when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son.” Romans 5:10
He reveals Himself to us – “...since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.” Romans 1:19
He draws us to Himself – “…when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” John 12:32
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…” John 6:44
He encourages repentance in us – “God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?” Romans 2:4
He forgives our sins – “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” Isaiah 43:25
He encourages us to pray – “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.” Romans 8:26
He produces the desire for righteousness in us – “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13
He produces divine love in us – “We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
He leads us to, and guides us in, all the truth – “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” John 16:13
He enables us to live righteous lives – “I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Hebrews 8:10
He wraps these gifts nicely and brings them to your door. “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in…” Revelation 3:20
That is the best ever experience to know that He offers us all these precious blessings as a free gift, all in one package, free delivery to your door!! It doesn’t get any better than this!!
 “I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.” Hosea 11:4
When we look at what God does for us, we start wondering, what is our part then in all of this? Can we do something for our own salvation? What is expected of us?
There is ONLY one thing God can’t do for us, or on our behalf. Yes, just one thing!
“I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live…” Deuteronomy 30:19
It is – He cannot make choices on our behalf! Yes, He bends over backwards to win us, to draw us to Himself but He cannot make decisions for us! That’s why He says, “I lay out these blessing right before you…choose life…” yes, this choice is ours!
So, God offers us all these spiritual blessings as a FREE GIFT, we can’t buy them, we can’t earn them, and we are not worthy of any one of them!
To put it in perspective – by nature, we don’t want God’s gifts!
“…the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.” Romans 8:7
It is God who gives us the desire to want to live according to His will! Isn’t that amazing? Our lives are so messed up that by nature, we don’t even want God’s FREE gift. He is so gracious to us that He even gives the desire to want His Gift!
Look at this Divine Love folks! Would you give someone a very precious gift, the best you had, knowing that that person wouldn’t want it and wouldn’t appreciate it? Well, God does it. He knows we are so messed up! He gives us the desire to want righteousness. “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13
Since it is God’s initiative to give us those spiritual blessings and even the desire for them, our first step is to accept them!
Let’s be more practical here! How is it that we can accept God’s spiritual blessing so we can grow spiritually? It is to read the bible? Is it to come to church? Is it to pray? Is it to obey His Law? I will surprise some of you today, by saying NO! None of the above! How come, you are wondering? I’d like us to answer the same question, ‘is it possible at all, to do all these things consistently and still miss the whole point?’ I really want you to start thinking about it!
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2
Since Jesus – not us, not our will power, now some legalistic gimmicks – but Jesus and ONLY Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith, we are to be connected to Him! Bible is worth studying ONLY if we see Jesus in it! Praying is worth it ONLY if we meet Jesus there! Going to church is worth it if we meet Jesus there! Ministering to people’s needs is worth it if we see Jesus there! And if we do all these wonderful spiritual disciplines and don’t find Jesus in them, they are of NO value to us, except maybe to make us feel self-righteous!
We are to, “fix our eyes on Jesus” in whatever we do!
“Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness – all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly – by abiding in Him that we are to grow in grace.” Steps to Christ
The same is true about our spiritual journey. We can receive spiritual blessings of forgiveness, power to live a righteous life and eternal life ONLY if we are focused on Christ, ONLY if we are connected with Christ! Hence, our effort should not be on producing spiritual fruit of obedience to God, but it should be on being with Christ! Since our ultimate goal is to have a Christlike character, we are to be with Christ to imitate Him!
Very often people come to Christ, experience true conversion, repent of their sins and then they start working on their own salvation, by trying to produce the Fruit of the Holy Spirit by their own works! Well, if we are stuck in our spiritual journey, instead of trying harder to produce Christlike character we need to get to back to find Christ!
 “Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish can you be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort?” Galatians 3:1-3NLT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Can we wander away from Christ to rely on our own effort in our spiritual growth and salvation?
We have a specific goal in our church, which is to grow spiritually…..
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2
Appeal!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! OPEN THE DOOR
Today, choose to see Jesus in all you do and you will grow spiritually!
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