Do You Really Know Him?

Purpose: To communicate the true values of a relationship with Christ and lead people to a desire to deepen their walk with Jesus.

Practical Tips: Experience this message yourself before teaching it so you speak from your own experience.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One day I had call from a lady who had attended one of our programmes. She loved what she discovered and she asked a question any pastor would love to hear. She said, “Victor, what do I have to do to join the church.”
Before I tell you what I said I would like to ask you to think, what you would tell someone asking you that very question? This is what I said:
Well, you will need to go through 28 Bible studies, you will need to change your dress code, you will need to change your diet, and you will need to give a tithe and offerings. Then a committee will discuss you as a candidate and then most probably you will be allowed to join our church…
How many would want to have a pastor like this? The good news is, it’s NOT what I told the lady!
Here is the answer I truthfully gave her, “You don’t have to do anything to join our church.” And then I heard total silence on the other end… I say, “Hello… are you still there?” She cleared her throat and said, “Yes, I’m still here…” and then she says, “I’m not sure if you really mean what you said. I have to do something…” Then I said, “I actually meant every word… and I’m serious…” I continued, “Maybe it sounds very strange to you…” she says, “…actually it does sound strange, I must say.” Then I said, “I truly hope that you don’t get offended if I say that you are asking a wrong question.… Can you spare an hour for a meeting so I could explain my very strange answer.…”
Friends, this short dialogue pointed to a possible challenge we, I’m referring to the global Adventist church, face. How could it possibly be that a church that has the fullest knowledge of truth, including an understanding of prophecy and future events, requires an urgent intervention and makeover. 
The church administrators, lead pastors on all levels, address numerous issues around practical godliness. No, the issues have nothing to do with finances! They don’t have anything to do with church growth or even with freedom to preach the Gospel. They have to do with the spiritual growth and quality of relationships of existing church members. 
The latest statistical evidence suggests that we have lost 48% of members in the South Pacific Division over the last twenty-four years. Over 60% of those leave as young adults. This does not include those young people who were never baptised and so never ended up on our records who left church. 
The significant majority of our surveyed churches by Natural Church Development (NCD) show their lowest score in the area of loving relationships. And yet, we can explain all truth and prophecy. We know the signs, we know the times.
Could it be that we figured out the formula of making good Seventh-day Adventists and failed to figure out how to make Disciples of Jesus?
Discipleship is our primary focus at NZPUC. We would like to challenge ourselves, our administrators, our members to be true disciples and help others become disciples of Jesus.

Introduction of the Discipleship Model
It will be very important to focus on KNOWing Jesus at the outset in our study of Discipleship. 
Jesus gave a powerful and yet simple explanation of what eternal life (discipleship) is all about… “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” John 17:3 NIV. In fact, the NLT puts it this way, “And this is the way to have eternal life--to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.”
This is it! He said it! It’s that simple! What do you need to do? Know Jesus!
Immediately we have another question:  but how can I Know Jesus? What are the elements of Knowing Jesus? I must do something, right? How can I have a relationship with Jesus? What are the elements of that relationship?
Read the Bible, pray, go to church, serve, give… Will I shock some of you when I say that those activities do not necesasrily reflect a relationship with Jesus?
‘…is it possible at all, to do all those things consistently and still not know Jesus?’
It is like saying that to have a healthy relationship with your spouse you need to live in the same house, have a joint bank account, like the same food, like the same fashion brand and yes, have kids… Something is still missing! All of these good things will never determine a healthy relationship.
Same with Jesus. So, how does a relationship with Jesus look like? What must we do to have a relationship with Him?
Let me start with the core aspect which I will introduce by sharing a story.
At an inter-religions conference, wise scholars were in a spirited debate about what was unique about Christianity.
Someone suggested that Christianity was set apart from other religions because of the concept of incarnation, the idea that God took human form in Jesus. But another quickly said, “Well, actually, other religions believe that God appears in human form too.”
Another suggestion was offered: what about resurrection? The belief that death is not the final word. That the tomb was found empty. Another slowly shook his head. Other religions have accounts of people returning from the dead too.
Then, as the story is told, C.S. Lewis walked into the room, sat down and took in the conversation, which had by then evolved into a fierce debate. Finally during a quiet moment, he said, “It’s an initiative of grace.” He continued, “Christianity uniquely claims God’s love comes first and it is free of charge, no strings attached. No other religion makes that claim.”
Friends, in Christianity – it’s not man who is looking for God, it is God who is looking for man! It is not man who does magic spiritual disciplines to come closer to God; it is God who is drawing us closer to Himself.
Sadly, too often we hear about what we are required to do to grow spiritually that there is very little room left to dwell on what God has done and is doing to grow us! I believe it is a mistake! We need to reverse this and dwell more on what God does for us. When we understand it well, we will know what we are required to do to be saved and grow spiritually!
Let me make a statement: “Our spiritual life and growth is initiated and maintained by God in our hearts!” Will you agree with that?
Why do I believe it?
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2.
Let me explain this in detail.
It is God’s initiative to save us – “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior” Colossians 1:21.  And “…While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” Romans 5:8.
He changes our attitude towards him – “…when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his son” Romans 5:10.
He reveals himself to us – “...since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them” Romans 1:19.
He draws us to Himself – “…when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself” John 12:32.
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…” John 6:44.
He encourages repentance in us – “God’s kindness leads you toward repentance” Romans 2:4.
He forgives our sins – “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more” Isaiah 43:25.
He encourages us to pray – “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” Romans 8:26.
He produces the desire for righteousness in us – “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” Philippians 2:13.
He produces divine love in us – “We love because he first loved us” 1 John 4:19.
He leads us to, and guides us in, all the truth – “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth” John 16:13.
He enables us to live righteous lives – “I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people” Hebrews 8:10.
He wraps these gifts nicely and brings them to your door. “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in…” Revelation 3:20.
That is the best ever experience to know that He offers us all these precious blessings as a free gift, all in one package, free delivery to your door! It doesn’t get any better than this!
“I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them” Hosea 11:4.
This is what he does for you and me. So then, what is it we can do/must do to have a relationship with Jesus and be his growing disciples?
I believe there is a pathway in verse Revelation 3:20. But before we look at this verse, I want to give a bit of context to it.
It is a part of a message to the Church in Laodicea and, as most of us know, we believe this is also the message to the last days’ church.
How did it happen that this church, boasting in knowing all the truth and prophecy found itself without the ONE WHO IS, in fact, ALL TRUTH. He is standing outside knocking…
Let’s read, “You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.'” I believe they were honestly and faithfully doing something that gave them the sense of spiritual fulfilment and pride; they were looking at a different set of values from those Jesus was looking at.
So he says, “…you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” And I suggest, “Also buy ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see.”
Do you see there is a totally different spiritual currency (spiritual values) that the church sees as valuable and what Jesus himself sees as valuable?
How could they miss it? They were focusing on disciplines that made them feel so great about their spiritual life.
Could it be that what we see as ultimately valuable spiritual disciplines aren’t the real essence of a relationship with Jesus.
We can say, “I read the Bible – tick; I go to church – tick; I serve – tick; I teach prophecy – tick; give tithe – tick; I don’t eat meat – BIG tick; I’m vegan – quad tick…” YET, when Jesus sees it, He says, “You are wretched, poor and naked… you don’t have what really makes one spiritual…”
Is it not what Jesus was teaching about the Pharisee and the tax collector praying in the temple (Luke 18:9-14). That it is not what you do for God or in the name of God that counts Is it not what he was teaching about those who will come to him one day and say,  “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?” Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” Matthew 7:22-23.
Can you be an evildoer by trying to do right? Evidently, you can. Ask Jesus!
And here is what Jesus is suggesting as the absolute essence of a true Spiritual Life and Discipleship. This is his formula of a relationship with him and knowing him. “If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with me.…” Revelation 3:20.
This is what you can do for your spiritual growth. And this is THE ONLY discipline that ultimately makes the difference!
Open the door – allow him IN!!!! HE WANTS intimacy, not the hard work of all spiritual duties and practices.
He is not saying, “Open the door, I will come in and give you a Bible study. I will tell you all about the future…” He is the same Jesus who we know from the Gospels who ate with sinners… He is the same Jesus. He didn’t change. NOW it is your turn to have a meal with Jesus.
NOW, here is the question I would not like you to miss. Why on earth, of all the things Jesus can do for you, would he wants to have dinner with you? No, he is NOT a hungry beggar!
Dinner!!! He wants to be close to you as a friend!
He is here, He wants to know you and be known by you as a friend. This is a spiritual currency that he values so much!!! Let me focus on this now and say,
Jesus’ currency is INTIMACY. This he values above all the good deeds. INTIMACY with Jesus is truly KNOWING HIM.
Intimacy requires Time
It requires TIME with him - unrushed, unstructured, undivided presence in the moment. When you are just hanging out with him in his presence! It is easier to work for Jesus then to be with him.
Take the story of Mary and Martha. Read this story in Luke 10:38-42. 
In our verse, Revelation 3:20 Jesus calls for a personal encounter of being present and focused on each other. He says, “We will have a meal together.” Why a meal? There is a magic about having a meal and intimacy and spending time together. I love having a meal with my beautiful wife. Eating together breaks down barriers, and makes us ‘real’. It’s a setting in which Jesus wants to join us, to see us as we are without our religious masks. And this leads me to the second building block of intimacy…
Intimacy requires transparency
True transparency with Jesus means you drop all your memorised prayers and spiritual clichés and become real. It means you drop all the correct spiritual answers and wrestle with God. It means you don’t just spiritualise your sins but you open your heart before him with all its ugliness. Instead of saying I have this little problem, you say my heart is full of envy, anger, pride, or whatever your truth is. God doesn’t want you to be polite or theologically correct; he wants you to be honest.
To make it easier for you to be transparent with God, I remind you of this – He already knows. So God never says, REALLY? God never says, Ooh, I didn’t know… He will never say, now you are in trouble…
To be transparent means you are focusing on Jesus and on yourself and what’s relevant to you. You are not focusing on theological concepts in your time with Jesus. It is so much easier to just read a text or two, check a Bible commentary and have a little theological argument, draw a number of intellectual ideas, say that prayer you have been saying the last 30 years, and feel great about fulfilling your spiritual duty which you call a relationship with Jesus.
Like the Samaritan woman – we attempt to discuss deep spiritual issues with Jesus that do not involve our own personal life. Same with Nicodemus. Jesus doesn’t want you to call him teacher. He wants you to call him friend! It is actually impossible to engage with Jesus on a shallow level… He will lead you to the greatest transparency! And that’s why we avoid it. It’s uncomfortable for us to acknowledge our own human sinful nature. And this leads me to the third building block of intimacy.
Transparency requires submission
To have intimacy you have to have submission. This is why we run away from God and escape to religion. There has to be submission. This is the key here: submission is the most powerful relational dynamic. Mutual submission says, I’m going to do my utmost best to serve your interest and you are going to do your utmost best to serve my best interest and we are going to be together serving one another! And when you put two parties submitted to each other you have intimacy. This is a basic relational principle for husband and wife, for boss and employee, for a parent and child, and for God and each one of us. Only when we know that the other party is working his/her best to meet your interest and you do the same, can intimacy take place in the relationship.
But here is what happens in our relationship with God. We struggle with submission because we don’t know HIM. We see submission as a requirement. He sees submission as a response. The ONLY correct way for us to submit to him is to know him and when we know him as he is and the extent of his love, we will not be able to resist submitting to HIM. It will be the greatest joy of all time… to submit will be a delight!
But here is the truth – don’t miss it – God has already made the first step. He has already submitted to you. When Jesus died on the cross he submitted to you way before you committed your first sin, before you did your first religious deed! He said, “I’m going to be the first. I’m going to submit to you first. I’m going to put your best interests ahead of my own. I’m going to be concerned more about your sin than about my glory. I’m going to be more concerned about your dysfunction and your problem and your eternity than about my own honour. I am going to submit to you as an invitation for you to submit to me. Because when you submit and surrender to me something will happen in our relationship that will take you far outside the realm of ritual and religion. This is how our relationship ultimately should be.”
We fear submission because we don’t know him and what he has done for us. True spiritual submission is submission to freedom. He says, submit to me to be free indeed. I’m not going to take anything you are not prepared to give me. I will be there waiting for you. Remember, I’m your advocate. I work in your interest! I have submitted to you. This is how it works – knock – knock – knock… As we journey along together I will be knocking here and there, I will be pointing here and there but you will surely know that I’m not going to do it to hurt you. Because there is nothing more hurtful than to die on the cross… 
This is what happens when we know Jesus intimately, as He is: We will “…put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator” Colossians 3:10.
We don’t qualify for salvation because we can tick boxes and behave in an acceptable fashion. We qualify because we have learned to know Him by spending time in his company, honestly. 
So, by KNOWing Jesus intimately, it becomes inevitable that we are changed into his IMAGE and ultimately, experience eternal life.
This can be you. Be still. Engage with him without distraction. Eat with him. Accept Jesus’ invitation because it is for you: Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. Revelation 3:20, NLT

